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Venda language 


Venda or Tshivenda, also known as Tshivenda or Luvenda, is a Bantu 
language and an official language of South Africa. It is mainly spoken by 
the Venda people in the northern part of South Africa's Limpopo Province, 
as well as by some Lemba people in Zimbabwe. The Venda language is 
related to Kalanga , which is spoken in Zimbabwe and Botswana. During the 
apartheid era of South Africa, the bantustan of Venda was set up to cover the 
Venda speakers of South Africa. 

According to the 2011 census, Venda speakers are concentrated in the 
following areas: Makhado Local Municipality, with 350,000 people; 
Thulamela Local Municipality, with 370,000 people; Musina Local 
Municipality, with 35,000 people; and Mutale Local Municipality, with 
89,000 people. The total number of speakers in Vhembe district currently 
stands at 844,000. In Gauteng province, there are 275,000 Venda speakers. 
Fewer than 10,000 are spread across the rest of the country — for a total 
number of Venda speakers in South Africa at 1.2 million people or just 2.2% 
of South Africa's population, making Venda speakers the second smallest 
minority language in South Africa, after the Ndebele language, which 
number 1.1 million speakers. 
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Writing system 


The Venda language uses the Latin alphabet with five additional accented 
letters. There are four dental consonants with a circumflex accent below the 
letter (d, 1, n, t ) and an overdot for velar h. Five vowel letters are used to 
write seven vowels. The letters C, J and Q are used only for foreign words 
and names. 


The Venda alphabet 


A a B b (C c) D d 
H h I i (J j) K k 
Nn lilh Oo Pp 


D d E e F f G g 
LI LI Mm Nn 
(Q q) R r S s T t 



Venda 


Tshivenda 

Native to 

South Africa, 
Zimbabwe 

Region 

Limpopo Province 


Native speakers 1.3 million (2011 

census)! 1 ! 

1.7 million L2 
speakers in South 
Africa (2002)! 2 ! 

Language family Niger-Congo 

■ Atlantic-Congo 

■ Volta-Congo 

■ Benue- 
Congo 

■ Bantoid 

■ Southern 
Bantoid 

■ Bantu 

■ Southern 
Bantu 

■ Venda 


Writing system 

Latin (Venda 
alphabet) 

Venda Braille 

Signed forms 

Signed Venda 

Official status 

Official language in 

BS South Africa 
T » Zimbabwe 

Language codes 


ISO 639-1 

ve (https://www. 

loc.gov/standard 

s/iso639-2/php/l 

angcodes_name.ph 

p?iso_639_l=ve) 

ISO 639-2 

ven (https://ww 

w.loc.gov/standa 

rds/iso639-2/ph 

p/langcodes__nam 

e. php?code_ID=47 

8) 

ISO 639-3 

ven 

Glottolog 

vendl245 (htt 

p: //glottolog.or 























Tt Uu V v Ww Xx Yy Zz 

Unicode 

The extra letters have the following Unicode names: 


D U+1E12 LATIN CAPITAL LETTER D WITH CIRCUMFLEX 
BELOW 

d U+1E13 LATIN SMALL LETTER D WITH CIRCUMFLEX 
BELOW 

L U+1E3C LATIN CAPITAL LETTER L WITH CIRCUMFLEX 
BELOW 

1 U+1E3D LATIN SMALL LETTER L WITH CIRCUMFLEX 
BELOW 

N U+1E44 LATIN CAPITAL LETTER N WITH DOT ABOVE 

ri U+1E45 LATIN SMALL LETTER N WITH DOT ABOVE 

N U+1E4A LATIN CAPITAL LETTER N WITH CIRCUMFLEX 
BELOW 

n U+1E4B LATIN SMALL LETTER N WITH CIRCUMFLEX 
BELOW 

X U+1E70 LATIN CAPITAL LETTER T WITH CIRCUMFLEX 
BELOW 

t U+1E71 LATIN SMALL LETTER T WITH CIRCUMFLEX 
BELOW 


Luthofunderaru Iwa Mibvumo 

JK W 

The sintu writing system Isibheqe Sohlamvu/Ditema tsa Dinoko, known 
technically in Venda as Luthofunderaru Iwa Mibvumo, is also used for the 
Venda language. 



Phonology 


Guthrie code 
Linguasphere 


g/resource/langu 
oid/id/vendl245) 

S.20 (S.21) 

99-AUT-b (htt 
p://linguaspher 
e.info/?page=lin 
guascale&linguac 
ode=99-AUT-b) 
incl. varieties 
99-AUT-baa to 
99-AUT-bad 


Geographical distribution of Tshivenda in 
South Africa: proportion of the population 
that speaks Tshivenda at home. 


| 0-20% 

□ 

| 120-40% 

□ 

j 140-60% 



Geographical distribution of Tshivenda in 
South Africa: density of Tshivenda home- 


100-300 /km 2 
300-1000 /km 2 
1000-3000 


Venda distinguishes dental t, th, d, n, 1 from alveolar t, th, d, n, l as well 
as (like in Ewe) labiodental f, v from bilabial fh, vh (the last two are slightly 
rounded). There are no clicks; x has the sound of ch in loch or Bach. As in other 
South African languages like Zulu, ph, th, th, kh are aspirated and the "plain" 
stops p, t, t, and k are ejective. 


language speakers. 


□ 

<1 /km 2 | 

□ 

□ 

1-3 /km 2 j 

□ 

□ 

3-10 /km 2 | 

□ 

□ 

10-30 /km 2 

/km 2 

□ 

30-100 /km 2 i 

□ 


There are five vowel sounds: /i £ a 0 u/. 


Person 

MuVenda 

People 

VhaVenda 

Language 

Tshivenda/Luvenda 

Country 

Venda, Vendaland 





























Bilabial 

Labio- 

Dental 

Alveolar 

Post- 

Palatal 

Velar 

Glottal 



plain 

pal. 

lab. 

dental 

plain 

lab. 

pal. 

alveolar 

plain 

lab. 


ejective 

P' 

pi ' 

pw ' 


t' 

t' 


ti ' 



k' 



Stop 

aspirated 

P h 

pi h 

pw h 


t h 

t h 





k h 




voiced 

b 

bi 

b« 


d 

d 


di 



g 



Nasal 

m 

mi 


(nj) 

n 

n 




P 

n 

n” 


Lateral 





i 

(i) 









ejective 




P f ' 


ts' 

ts” ' 


t r 





Affricate 

aspirated 




pf h 


ts h 

ts h ” 


t; h 






voiced 




bv 


dz 

dz” 


d3 





Fricative 

voiceless 

<t> 



f 


s 

s" 


I 


X 


h 

voiced 

p 



V 


z 

2 w 


3 






Rhotic 

voiced 






r 








flap 






i 









Approximant 










j 


W 



A labiodental nasal /IT)/ sound appears in prenasalised consonant sounds, and IV is often used from loanwords. Labiovelar 
sounds occur as alternatives to labiopalatal sounds and may also be pronounced /pk h pk' bg mi]/ Fortition of /<() (3 s 
f x h 1 1 r w/ occurs after nasal prefixes, likely to [p h ? b ts h tj h k h ? p h d d d b].® 




letter(s) value(s) in IPA notes 

a [a], [3] 


b [b] 

bv [bv] 



h [h], [h] Pronounced [h] before e. 

hw [yw] 

' [i] 







t 

n 


th 

[t h ] 


ts 

[ts] 


tsh 

[tjn 


tsw 

[tsw] 


ty 

[C] 


t 

It] 


th 

[th] 


u 

[u] 


V 

M 


vh 

[P] 


w 

[w] 


X 

[X] 

Similar to the ch in Scottish loch. 

xw 

[xw] 


y 

01 


z 

[z] 


zh 

[ 3 ] 


zw 

[ 4 ] 



Tones 

Venda has a specified tone, high, with unmarked syllables having a low tone. Phonetic falling tone occurs only in 
sequences of more than one vowel or on the penultimate syllable if the vowel is long. Tone patterns exist independently 
of the consonants and vowels of a word and so they are word tones. Venda tone also follows Meeussen's rule: when a 
word beginning with a high tone is preceded by that high tone, the initial high tone is lost. (That is, there cannot be two 
adjacent marked high tones in a word, but high tone spreads allophonically to a following non-tonic ("low"-tone) 
syllable.) There are only a few tone patterns in Venda words (no tone, a single high tone on some syllable, two non- 
adjacent high tones), which behave as follows: 


Word 

Pattern 

After L 

After H 

Notes 

thamana 


thamama 

thamama 

Unmarked (low) tone is raised after a high tone. That is, the preceding tone 
spreads. 

dukana 

-.-.H 

dukarna 

dukarna 

A preceding high tone spreads but drops before the final high tone. 

danana 

-.H.- 

danarna 

danarna 

The pitch peaks on the tonic syllable, and a preceding non-adjacent high 

phaphana 

-.H.- 

phapha:na 

phaphama 

tone merges into it. 

madzhie 

H.- 

ma:dzh(e 

ma:dzhie 

Initial high tone spreads. With an immediately preceding high tone, that initial 
tone is lost. 

(The preceding tone also spreads but not as far.) 

dakalo 

H.-.- 

dakado 

dakado 

khokhola 

H.-.H 

khokhoda 

khokhoda 
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Sources 

■ G. Poulos, A linguistic analysis of Venda, 1990. 

External links 


■ Tshivenda Grammar Guide (https://www.scribd.com/doc/99457571/Tshivenda-is-Being-Learned) by Zach 
Gershkof f, US Peace Corps (2012). 

■ PanAfrican LlOn page on Venda (https://web.archive.Org/web/20070322025306/http://www.panafrill0n.or 
g/wikidoc/pmwiki.php/PanAfrLoc/Venda) 

■ Young kasahorow Dictionary in Venda (http://ve.kasah 0 r 0 w. 0 rg/app/d) 


Software 

■ Translate.org.za (http://translate.org.za/) Project to translate Free and Open Source Software into all the 
official languages of South Africa, including Venda 
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